INTERNATIONAL  RIVALRIES

Diplomatic officers to increase their activities in the
neutral zone. Our responsibility, as the local agents of
the British Government, was firstly to counter it by
stimulating British trade, secondly to watch and report
upon the activities of all foreign firms and Consular
officers, thirdly to collect and record any information
which might be of use if some emergency should arise
which might call for armed intervention in SW. Persia.
That we desired to avoid this at almost any cost goes
without saying; it could only be avoided by strengthen-
ing the hands of the local tribal and hereditary chiefs*
It was a bold policy which in later years was amply
justified by events.
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